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I his  photo  IS  ot  a hand  operated  ha\ 
kiader  used  to  unload  loose  hay  into  a 
lolt  years  atro.  Its  riate  has  not  yet  been 
established  but  a s^uess  would  be  that 
it's  I'rom  the  1 8()0's.  Kathy  I'reinblav 
asked  the  Soeietv  il  thev  would  like  it- 
it  was  in  her  barn.  A m'oiip  ol'Soeiety 
members  took  it  down  and  put  it  m 

t.'iage  almiit  two  )ears  ago  while  they 
airetl  out  how  best  to  display  it  in  the 
(iould  Barn,  l ied  Smith  who  is  a good 
woodworker  and  .Ian  .l.msen  eame  up 
with  an  installation  plan  eoinpleted  by 
I'led,  I retl's  srm  Win.  .hin  and  Norm 
Isler.  Bill  Burnett,  member  ol  lhe 
(.'urator  Committee,  worked  with  the 
art  folks  at  Maseo  and  Maseonomet  art 
student  Allie  Kunnion  who  eame  up 
with  a neat  sketeh  and  wrile-uii  of  the 
deviee  whieh  will  be  u.sed  in  the  bam 
to  explain  what  it  is.  She  will  be  given 
a sav  ings  bond  lor  her  elTorts.  whieh 
will  be  pre.^enled  at  the  1 elnuary  S"' 

I I IS  meeting 


Ciipcii  Hoii.sc  Preservation  Fund 

At  a Cjlv  (iood  Neighbor  fund  board 
meeting  the  board  voted  to  provide  a 
$2,000.00  grant  to  the  Capen  1 louse 
I’rcscrvation  l-'und.  d hat  amount  brings 
I ilic  total  on  hand  to  $26,612.00  While 
01  short  of  the  .$44,000.00  total 
required  for  the  entire  projeet  there  is 
elearly  enough  to  allow  the  work  to 
begin  and  some  tasks,  like  the  struetural 
damage  repair  and  ehimnes  rebuilding, 
to  be  eompleted. 


Forgotten  VVVV'  II  Incident 

On  Mas  14,  16  O in  the  morning  a four- 
plane  formation  was  on  a training  llight 
from  llan'.eom  .Army  Air  Base  in  Bedford. 
MA  as  |iart  of  the  >70'*'  I'ighter  Squadron. 

I hey  were  living  l*-47  fluinderbolts,  a 
large  heav  v state-of-the-art  lighter  aircraft 
which  had  reached  720  miles  per  hour  m 
power  tlive  tests.  At  (),.S00  leet  near 
I oiisfiekl.  the  Number  1 craft  began 
leaving  a smoke  trad.  1 he  pilot  was 
advised  h>  the  llight  leader  to  head  for  the 
nearest  airfield  I le  passed  through  a 
broken  la>er  of  clouds  at  5,000  feet 
lollowed  by  the  rest  of  the  formation; 
lu'wever  upon  passing  through  the  clouds 
there  were  unable  to  find  him.  1 hey 
circled  the  area  for  15  minutes  searching 
for  their  wing  mate  without  success, 
returning  to  base  to  see  whether  he  might 
have  returned.  Me  had  not.  Ncarl>  three 
hours  later  a slate  trooper  searehing  the 
Ipswich  River  spotted  the  pilot's  partially 
opened  parachute.  Apparently  the  pilot 
was  too  low  for  a successful  jump.  During 
this  time  of  the  war  there  were  a number 
of  observation  towers  manned  by  civilian 
spotters  on  the  lookout  for  possible  enemv 
aircraft,  aiul  one  of  them  in  Hamilton  was 
able  to  follow  the  plane’s  descent  almost 
to  the  point  where  it  struck  the  ground  on 
Asbury  Road,  narrowly  missing  the 
Stewart  Mouse  Wreckage  was  strewn 
over  an  area  more  than  1/8  mile  long  with 
no  part  nuieli  larger  than  a man's  hand 
except  for  the  engine,  luipilo  Marciano  of 
I'opslleld.  who  was  manning  the 
observation  post  in  town,  stated  he  saw  the 
plane  in  trouble  for  some  lime  before  the 
crash  but  ilid  not  actually  sec  it  hit. 

As  a result  of  this  incident,  the  army  (there 
was  no  separate  Air  Force  then)  advised 
pilots  Hying  this  heavy  aircraft  to  not 
hesitate  in  using  their  parachutes  if  they 
were  unable  to  maintain  their  altitude. 

I he  pilot's  name  will  be  added  to  the 
memorial  being  created  by  Tom  Cobbs  at 
Maseonmnel  Mieh  School.* 


Upcoming  Events 

“Grimke  Sisters”  Storytellers 
February  S”'  3:00pin 
(iould  Barn 

Dressed  in  period  costume,  Lam 
Peterson  and  Susan  Lanoe 
will  re-enact  a dramatic  and 
interactive"parlor  meeting"  of  the 
famous  Grimke  sisters  from  South 
Carolina  discussing  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  women's  suffrage  and 
human  rights  in  the  decades  before 
the  Civil  War. 


Fsiher  I lowland,  the  woman  who 
produced  the  llrst  commercial 
American  valentine.s  in  the  1840s, 
sold  a then  miiul-boggling  $5,000  in 
cards  during  her  llrst  year  of  business. 
4 he  valentine  industry  in  the  United 
Slates  has  been  booming  ever  since. 

1 odav,  over  I billion  valentine  cards 
are  sent  in  this  country  each  year  — 
seei>iul  in  number  only  to  Christmas 
cards,  according  to  the  Greeting  Card 
Association.  The  day  is  also 
celebrated  in  Canada,  Mexico,  the 
U.K..  1 ranee  and  Australia. 

Fxperts  say  parents  are  the  most 
popular  recipients  of  Valentine’s 
cards,  receiving  about  one  out  every 
live,  retiehers.  children,  wives  and 
sweethearts  are  also  at  the  top  of  the 
list.  Around  85  percent  of  all 
valentines  are  purchased  by  women. 

In  addition  to  cards,  there  are  millions 
of  boxes  of  chocolates  and  bouquets 
of  roses  purchased  (mostly  by  men) 
for  the  February  14  holiday. 


l/xcerptcd  from  hovvstuffvvorks.com 
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Deerfield  Massacre 
300"*  Anniversary 

It  was  300  years  ago  on  February  29*, 

1 704  that  the  French  and  Indian  raid  on 
Deerfield  occurred  that  took  the  lives 
of  50  inhabitants  and  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  1 12.  21  of  the  captives 
subsequently  died  on  the  march  to 
New  France.  The  surprise  attack 
occurred  at  night  with  250-300 
Abenakis,  Frenchmen,  Hurons, 
Mohawks,  Pennacooks  and  Iroquois. 
By  nightfall  nearly  half  of  the 
population  was  gone,  with  many 
homes  in  ashes.  The  defenders  killed 
1 1 attackers  and  wounded  22,  some  of 
whom  never  made  it  home.  The  death 
toll  and  number  of  captives  made  it 
j|  of  the  most  devastating  raids 
"wv-here  in  New  England,  New  York 
or  New  France  as  Canada  was  then 
known. 

Deerfield  was  a rural  village  of  some 
275  inhabitants  and  20  garrison 
soldiers  located  at  the  frontier  of 
civilization  in  the  Connecticut  River 
Valley  at  a time  when  England  and 
France  were  competing  for  the  New 
World.  The  English  motivation  was 
for  settlement  of  the  land.  The  French 
were  concerned  with  English 
occupying  land  which  they  felt 
belonged  to  them.  The  Native 
Americans  were  upset  with 
encroachment  upon  their  lands  and 
their  way  of  life  and  were  caught  in  the 
middle.  Since  the  1670’s  when  King 
Phillip’s  war  began,  attacks  had 


Capen  House  Preservation  Fund 

T^he  Capen  House  Preservation  Fund 
0now  reached  $30,612  with  the 
awarding  of  a $4,000  Stevens 
Foundation  grant.  Work  will  begin 
this  Spring  on  repair  of  structural 
damage,  chimney  replacement  and 
plumbing  removal. 


occurred  in  this  area  with  small  bands  of 
warriors  attacking  small  groups  of 
villagers  as  they  worked  in  their  fields. 
This  was  a fonn  of  guerrilla  warfare 
which  the  English  were  not  used  to. 

They  did  learn,  however,  and  later  used 
the  same  tactics  during  the  American 
Revolution. 

What  happened  to  the  surviving 
captives?  5 escaped  and  29  stayed  with 
either  French  or  Indian  families.  57 
ultimately  returned  after  prolonged 
negotiations  between  Massachusetts 
Governor  Dudley  and  his  French 
counterpart  Governor  Philippe  de 
Rigaud  de  Vaudreuil.  The  most 
important  prisoner  was  the  Reverend 
John  Williams,  an  ordained  minister 
who  was  related  to  the  Reverends 
Increase  and  Cotton  Mather.  Cotton 
Mather  was  convinced  the  governor  was 
corrupt  and  campaigned  for  his  removal, 
even  petitioning  Queen  Anne;  however 
Dudley  did  prove  to  be  a good 
administrator.  Reverend  William  was 
high  in  his  praise  for  Dudley’s  efforts 
which  finally  secured  his  release. 

Find  out  more  about  this  famous  event 
in  "Captors  and  Captives  ” by  Evan 
HaefeFi  and  Kevin  Sweeney,  2003. 


February  8*'’  Meeting  Wrap-Up 

At  the  February  meeting,  guests 
were  treated  to  storytellers  Susan 
Lenor  and  Lani  Peterson  presenting  a 
living  history  of  the  Grimke  sisters 
who  courageously  traveled  across 
New  England  and  New  York 
advocating  human  rights  in  the 
decades  before  the  Civil  War.  Their 
setting  was  in  the  1838  aftermath  of 
riots  in  Philadelphida  culminating  in 
the  burning  of  Pennsylvania  Hall.  A 
timely  presentation  during  Afro- 
American  History  month. 


Upcoming  Events 

Annual  Meeting 
March  12“* 

7:00  pm 

Irene  Alexander 
"John  and  Abigail  Adams" 
April  30**’ 

7:30  pm 


Kids’  Corner 


The  soothsayer’s  warning  to  Julius  Caesar, 
"Beware  the  Ides  of  March,"  has  forever 
marked  that  date  with  a sense  of 
foreboding.  But  in  Roman  times  the 
expression  "Ides  of  March"  was  simply 
the  standard  way  of  saying  "March  15." 


The  term  Ides  comes  from  the  earliest 
Roman  calendar,  which  is  said  to  have 
been  devised  by  Romulus,  the  mythical 
founder  of  Rome.  The  Roman  calendar 
organized  its  months  around  three  days, 
each  of  which  served  as  a reference  point 
for  counting  the  other  days. 

Kalends  (1st  day  of  the  month) 

Nones  (the  7th  day  in  March,  May,  July, 
and  October;  the  5th  in  the  other  months) 

Ides  (the  15th  day  in  March,  May,  July, 
and  October;  the  13th  in  the  other  months) 

The  remaining,  unnamed  days  of  the 
month  were  identified  by  counting 
backwards  from  the  Kalends,  Nones,  or 
the  Ides.  For  example,  March  3 would  be 
V Nones — 5 days  before  the  Nones  (the 
Roman  method  of  counting  days  was 
inclusive;  in  other  words,  the  Nones 
would  be  counted  as  one  of  the  5 days). 

Excerpted  from 

WWW  infoplease.com/spot/idesl.html 
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The  Battle  of  Bloody  Brook 

Fear  of  Indian  attacks  increased  greatly 
in  the  summer  of  1675  when  in  June, 
King  Phillip,  son  of  Massasoit,  attached 
the  Plymouth  Colony.  In  September 
Captain  Thomas  Lathrop  of  Salem 
Village  (now  Danvers)  and  over  80  men 
under  his  command  were  sent  to  guard  a 
wagon  train  carrying  threshed  wheat  on 
its  way  from  Deerfield  to  a mill  in  North 
Hadley.  Hadley  was  the  site  of  a 
military'  garrison  that  had  grown  as  more 
troops  were  sent  to  aid  the  English 
settlers  in  this  frontier  area.  Provisions 
had  to  come  from  the  local  villages  to 
feed  the  troops.  Although  the  trail  led 
through  dense  forest  no  flankers  were 
sent  out  to  guard  against  surprise  attach. 
The  Captain  might  have  felt  his  force 

fl'as  so  large  that  no  warriors  would 
ttach.  As  the  wagon  train  left  the  forest 
it  came  to  a narrow  swampy  area  fed  by 
a book.  The  soldiers  realized  it  would 
take  a long  time  for  the  loaded  wagons 
to  cross  and  they  left  their  weapons  on 
top  of  the  wheat  and  even  began  to 
gather  grapes  that  were  growing  along 
side  the  brook.  It  was  at  this  point  that 
hundreds  of  warriors  who  were  lying 
concealed  all  around  the  area  opened 
fire.  Captain  Lathrop  immediately  fell 
and  of  the  80  soldiers  on  7 or  8 escaped. 
None  of  the  Deerfield  men  driving  the 
cards  survived.  A Captain  Moseley  and 
a troop  60  soldiers  in  the  area  heard  the 
gunfire  and  rushed  to  the  scene.  The 
battle  lasted  about  6 hours  with  neither 
side  gaining  control.  Finally  a troop  of 
1 00  Connecticut  soldiers  with  a band  of 
Mohegans  arrived  and  the  warriors 
disappeared  into  the  forest.  According 
to  D.  E.  Leach  in  his  book  Flintlock  and 
Tomahawk,  p.  88,  “Moseley  retired  to 
^eerfield  that  night  and  he  and  his  grim- 
aced men  were  taunted  from  a safe 
distance  by  a group  of  enemy  warriors 
who  gleefully  displayed  articles  of 
clothing  taken  from  the  English  dead.” 
The  surviving  soldiers  returned  the 


Bloody  Brook  (cont’d) 

next  day  to  bury  the  dead  in  a mass 
grave.  The  sluggish  little  brook  was 
renamed  Bloody  Brook.  Deerfield 
was  abandoned  shortly  afterward  and 
later  destroyed  by  King  Phillip’s 
warriors.  Tradition  says  that  a Tops- 
field  man,  Thomas  Towne,  was  a 
member  of  Captain  Lathrup’s  com- 
pany. Whether  he  was  at  the  battle 
and/or  if  he  escaped  is  not  known. 
What  is  known  is  that  Captain 
Lathrup’s  men  were  con-sidered  the 
very  flower  of  Essex  County. 

Sources:  Dow ’s  History  of  Topsfield,  D.  E. 

Leach 's  Flintlock  and  Tomahawk,  Umass  web  site 


Welcome  new  members 
Diane  Natale  and  family! 


Notes  from  Around  the  World 

Teeth  extracted  by  the  latest  Methodists 
-outside  a Hong  Kong  dental  office 

Specialists  in  women  and  other  diseases 
-in  a Roman  physician 's  office 

In  case  of  fire,  do  your  utmost  to  alarm 
the  hotel  porter. 

-in  a Vienna  hotel 

Ladies  may  have  a fit  upstairs. 

-outside  a Hong  Kong  tailor  shop 

Please  do  not  feed  the  animals.  If  you 
have  any  suitable  food,  give  it  to  the 
guard  on  duty,  j 
-at  a Budapest  zoo 

The  lift  is  being  fixed  for  the  next  day. 
During  that  time  we  regret  that  you  will 
be  unbearable.  | 

-in  a Bucharest  hotel  lobby 


Visitors  are  expected  to  complain  at  the 
office  between  the  hours  of  9 and  1 1 
a.m.  daily.  | 

-m..Qfi.Athms..hQM. 


Upcoming  Events 

Irene  Axelrod 
*’John  and  Abigail  Adams” 
April  30‘\  7:30  pm 

Come  and  hear  firsthand  what  life 
was  like  for  this  important  couple. 
Hundreds  of  letters  they  exchanged 
over  the  years  give  us  insight  into 
their  lives  and  personalities,  all 
during  a critical  time  in  this 
country’s  history.  Ms.  Axelrod  has 
a BA  and  MA  in  History. 

Kids’  Corner 


In  1 8 1 7 Baron 
von  Drais  in- 
vented a walking 
machine  that 
would  help  him 
get  around  the  royal  gardens  raster: 
two  same-size  in-line  wheels,  the  front 
one  steerable,  mounted  in  a frame 
which  you  straddled.  The  device  was 
propelled  by  pushing  your  feet  against 
the  ground,  thus  rolling  yourself  and 
the  device  forward  in  a sort  of  gliding 
walk.  The  machine  became  known  as 
the  Draisienne  or  hobby  horse.  It  was 
made  entirely  of  wood.  This  was  a 
short-lived  fad,  not  being  practical  for 
transportation  anywhere  but  a well 
maintained  pathway  in  a park. 


The  next  appearance  of  a two-wheeled 
riding  machine  was  in  1865,  when 
pedals  were  applied  directly  to  the 
front  wheel.  This  machine  was  known 
as  the  velocipede  ("fast  foot"),  pop- 
ularly known  as  the  bone  shaker,  since 
it  was  also  made  entirely  of  wood, 
then  later  with  metal  tires,  and  the 
combination  of  these  with  cobblestone 
roads  made  for  an  extremely  uncom- 
fortable ride.  They  also  became  a fad, 
and  indoor  riding  academies,  similar 
to  roller  rinks,  could  be  found  in  large 
cities.  More  bike  history  next  month... 

Contributors  Editor/Designer 

Norm  Isler.  Anne  Barrett  Anne  Barrett 
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I Famous  Firsts  in  Massachusetts! 

1 62 1 - The  first  Thanksgiving  was 
' celebrated  in  Plymouth 

i 1634  - Boston  Common  became  the 
I first  public  park  in  America 

j 

1 1635  - The  first  American  public 
secondary  school,  Boston  Latin 
Grammar  School,  was  founded  in 
Boston 

1636  - Harvard,  the  first  American 
university,  was  founded  in 
Newtowne,  now  Cambridge 

1638  - The  first  American  printing 
press  was  set  up  in  Cambridge  by 

fhen  Daye 

) - The  first  free  American 
public  school,  the  Mather  school, 
was  founded  in  Dorchester 

1650  - The  first  American  ironworks 
were  established  in  Saugus 

1653  - The  first  American  public 
library  was  founded  in  Boston 

1 704  - The  first  regularly  issued 
American  newspaper.  The  Boston 
News-Letter,  was  published  in 
Boston 

1 716  - The  first  American  lighthouse 
was  built  in  Boston  Harbor 

1 775  - The  first  battle  of  the 
Revolution  was  fought  in  Lexington 
and  Concord 

1775  - The  first  ship  of  the  U.S. 
the  schooner  “Hannah”  was 
"missioned  in  Beverly 


Welcome  new  members 
Jon  and  Kristin  Palace! 


Firsts  cont’d 

1 789  - The  first  American  novel, 
William  Hill  Brown’s  The  Power  of 
Sympathy,  was  published  in 
Worcester 

1806  - The  first  church  built  by  free 
blacks  in  America,  The  African 
Meeting  House,  opened  on  Joy  Street 
in  Boston 

1 826  - The  first  American  railroad 
was  built  in  Quincy 

Stay  tuned  for  more  firsts  in  an 
upcoming  issue  of  Local  Lore. 


Strawberry  Festival 
June  12th 


Proctor  School  Support  for  the 
Capen  House  Restoration 

Mrs.  Susan  Keliher’s  Proctor  School 
class  conducted  a penny  drive  to  raise 
funds  for  the  restoration.  On  April  8'*’  a 
brief  ceremony  was  held  at  the  school 
when  a check  for  $525  was  presented  to 
the  Society.  This  project  presented  an 
opportunity  for  the  students  to  learn  not 
only  about  community  service  but  also 
accounting,  arithmetic  and  local  history. 
Not  to  be  outdone,  the  teachers 
conducted  their  own  campaign,  raising 
another  $237  towards  the  restoration. 
Receiving  both  checks  on  behalf  of  the 
Society,  Norm  Isler  was  very 
appreciative  of  these  displays  of 
community  support,  saying  “ I am  very 
impressed  with  these  students  and  their 
interest  in  the  eommunity.”  He  also 
suggested  the  students  invite  their 
parents  to  the  Capen  House  on  its 
Saturday,  June  12*^’ opening  day,  during 
the  37*  annual  Strawberry  Festival. 


Contributors 

Editor/Desiener 

Norm  Isler.  Anne  Barrett 

Anne  Barrett 

Upcoming  Events 

Inventions 

May  2H‘,  7:30  pm,  Gould  Barn 

Two  programs  in  one!  Winners  of 
the  5*  and  6*  grade  Essay  Contest 
on  “Inventions”  will  read  their 
winning  submissions  - there  were  so 
many  good  entries,  it  was  tough  to 
choose  the  winners!  Dave  Cohen 
will  then  share  with  the  audience 
how  the  invention  and  evolution  of 
human  communication  has  acted  as 
a pathway  for  the  sharing  of  history' 
down  through  the  ages.  Dave  spent 
his  45-year  career  as  an  engineer  at 
GE  working  on  the  design  and 
development  of  combustion  systems 
for  aircraft  gas  turbines. 


Kids’  Corner 

In  1870  the  first  all 
metal  machine  appear- 
ed. The  pedals  were  still 
attached  directly  to  the 
front  wheel  with  no  freewheeling 
mechanism.  The  front  wheels  became 
larger  and  larger  as  makers  realized 
that  the  larger  the  wheel,  the  farther 
you  could  travel  with  one  rotation  of 
the  pedals.  You  would  purchase  a 
wheel  as  large  as  your  leg  length 
would  allow.  This  machine  was  the 
first  one  to  be  called  a bicycle  ("two 
wheel").  These  bicycles  enjoyed  a 
great  popularity  among  young  men  of 
means  (they  cost  an  average  worker 
six  month's  pay),  with  the  hey-day 
occurring  in  the  1880's.  Because  the 
rider  sat  so  high  above  the  center  of 
gravity,  if  the  front  wheel  was  stopped 
by  a stone  or  rut  in  the  road,  the  entire 
apparatus  rotated  forward  on  its  front 
axle,  and  the  rider,  with  his  legs 
trapped  under  the  handlebars,  was 
dropped  unceremoniously  on  his  head. 
Thus  the  term  "taking  a header"  came 
into  being. 

Excerpted  from  PedalingHistory  com 
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George  Peabody’s  London  Trust 

In  1 862,  George  Peabody,  for  whom 
the  city  of  Peabody  is  named,  was 
troubled  by  the  horrible  living 
conditions  he  saw  in  his  adopted 
hometown  of  London.  He 
contributed  the  sum  of  $2,500,000  to 
create  what  became  the  Peabody 
Trust  Fund,  which  was  intended  to 
deal  expressly  with  the  living 
conditions  of  the  poor  families  of 
London.  That  fund,  which  would  be 
equivalent  to  about  $175  million 
today,  oversaw  5,121  separate 
apartments  for  the  poor.  In  1889  two 
new  blocks  of  buildings  containing 
^6  rooms  each  had  been  built  and 
Are  fully  occupied.  In  addition, 
^nty  acres  of  land  on  which  further 
apartments  were  to  be  built  was 
purchased  in  that  same  year. 

Some  interesting  facts  about  the 
19,157  inhabitants  of  the  Peabody 
Trust  apartments  as  they  entered  the 
20*  century  were  as  follows:  the 
average  weekly  wage  was  $5.25,  the 
average  weekly  rent  including  water 
was  $1 .25  or  20%  of  their  income. 
The  death  rate  was  3%  less  than  the 
population  as  a whole  and  the  birth 
rate  of  32.8  per  thousand  was  also 
higher  than  that  of  the  total 
population.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
among  the  families  was  126.2  deaths 
per  thousand  or  40%  below  that  of 
London  as  a whole.  All  this  was 
accomplished  with  a population 


^come  new  members: 

David  «&  Becky  Goss 
Jack  & Bette  Wright 
Kindra  Chineff  & Timothy  Preston 
Gregor  Smith  & Jane  Wheeler 


density  twelve  times  that  of  the  rest  of 
London.  Mr.  Peabody’s  goal  of 
providing  a cleaner  and  healthier 
environment  for  London’s  poor  was 
being  achieved. 

Today  the  Trust  has  grown  to  include 
over  19,000  housing  units  with  a 
population  of  nearly  50,000.  The 
original  investment  by  George 
Peabody  in  the  people  of  London  has 
grown  through  efficient  management 
to  $884  million.  As  he  envisioned, 
the  Trust  has  continued  to  find 
innovative  solutions  to  the  problems 
associated  with  housing  the  working 
class  people  of  London.  The  Queen 
offered  him  a life  peerage  as  a baronet 
but  he  turned  it  down.  He  was  buried 
in  Westminster  Abbey  for  a brief  time 
as  a token  of  the  Crown’s  respect; 
ultimately  his  remains  were  brought 
back  to  his  native  country  on  the 
H.M.S.  Monarch,  a British  Ship  of  the 
Line,  for  burial  in  Peabody’s 
Harmony  Grove  cemetery  on  the 
Peabody-Salem  line. 

Thanks  to  Peabody  Historical  Society 's 
Bill  Power  who  researched  the  facts 
surrounding  this  great  figure. 


Congratulations  to  the 
5*  and  6*  Grade  Essay  Winners! 

5*''  Grade  Winners 

T’  place  - Justina  Kennefick 
2"'^  place  - Nora  Doherty 
3'^'*  place  - David  Searles 

6*'’  Grade  Winners 

place  - Caroline  Gallagher 
2"'*  place  - Emily  Harper 
3^^^  place  - Brie  Skinner 


Contributors 

Editor/Desiener 

Norm  Isler.  Anne  Barrett 

Anne  Barrett 

Upcoming  Events 


Strawberry  Festival 
Saturday,  June  12*,  10-4 

Crafts,  games,  food,  delicious 
strawberry  shortcake 
Fun  for  the  whole  family! 

Volunteers  are  needed 


Kids’  Corner 

(Last  installment  on  bikes) 

While  the  men  were  risking  their 
necks  on  the  high  wheels,  ladies,  in 
their  long  skirts  and  corsets,  could 
take  a spin  around  the  park  on  an  adult 
tricycle.  These  machines  also  afforded 
more  dignity  to  gentlemen  such  as 
doctors  and  clergymen. 

The  bicycle  was  a practical  investment 
for  the  working  man  as  transportation, 
and  for  leisure.  Ladies,  heretofore 
consigned  to  riding  the  heavy  tricycles 
that  were  only  practical  for  taking  a 
turn  around  the  park,  now  could  ride  a 
much  more  versatile  machine  and  still 
keep  their  legs  covered  with  long 
skirts.  The  bicycle  craze  killed  the 
bustle  and  the  corset,  and  increased 
women’s  mobility  considerably.  In 
1 896  Susan  B.  Anthony  said  that  "the 
bicycle  has  done  more  for  the 
emancipation  of  women  than  anything 
else  in  the  world." 

Bicycling  was  so  popular  in  the  1 880s 
and  1 890s  that  cyclists  formed  the 
League  of  American  Wheelman  (still 
in  existence  and  now  called  the 
League  of  American  Bicyclists).  The 
League  lobbied  for  better  roads, 
literally  paving  the  road  for  the 
automobile.  From  pedalinghistory.com 
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Project  Grant  Awarded 

The  Topsfield  Historical  Society  has 
been  awarded  a 2004  Essex  National 
Heritage  Commission  Partnership  Grant 
in  the  amount  of  $1,500  to  support  the 
Topsfirld  Historical  Records  Project. 
Our  intent  is  to  identify  the  various 
repositories  of  historical  documents 
pertaining  to  the  Town  of  Topsfield  and 
to  create  a computer-based  resource  to 
help  people  to  located  these  documents. 
We  are  in  the  process  of  cataloging 
material  in  the  Historical  Society,  town 
Libraiy  and  Town  Hall.  We  also  expect 
to  include  material  in  the  Phillips 
Library'  at  the  Peabody  Essex  Museum. 
•An  archives  consultant  has  been  hired  to 
conduct  a number  of  surveys  that  should 
begin  this  fall.  Volunteers  are  working 
to  update  our  records  in  preparation  for 
‘he  consultant’s  work. 

^ are  using  a software  product  called 
PastPerfect  that  is  designed  to  help 
museums,  libraries  and  historical 
societies  manage  their  collections.  This 
product  allows  us  to  create  a catalog  of 
documents  that  can  be  searched  from  a 
number  of  perspectives.  We  can  also 
attach  scanned  images.  The  product 
allows  for  the  publication  of  document 
images  on  the  Internet. 

Following  surveys,  there  will  be  a need 
for  volunteers  to  help  implement  the 
recommendations.  Contact  Bill  Whitine 
at  (978)  887-2283  or 
w\\'hiting@comcast.net  if  you  would 
like  to  become  involved.  , 


Capen  Hou.se  Restoration  Update 

The  structural  repairs  and  chimney  replace- 
ment have  been  completed,  the  plumbing 
and  heating  systems  removed  and  the 
electrical  system  brought  up  to  code.  Major 
As  remaining  include  site  drainage  and 
Wement  moisture  control  improvements, 
selective  windovv  frame  replacement  and 
clapboard  siding  replacement. 


Mystery  Item  Identified 

\Miile  cleaning  out  the  Capen  House’s 
left  basement,  an  item  of  undetermined 
use  and  origin  was  found.  It  consisted  of 
a very  heavy  hammer  on  a pivot  with  a 
return  spring,  all  mounted  on  a cast  iron 
frame  about  30”  high.  It  was  put  on 
display  during  the  Strawberry  Festival 
with  viewers  invited  to  guess  what  it  was. 
Two  older  members  of  the  community 
identified  it  as  a primitive  striking 
mechanism  for  the  Revere  bell  mounted 
in  tile  Congregational  Church  steeple.  It 
would  have  been  actuated  by  pulling  on  a 
long  rope  which  went  around  a large 
wooden  pulley  also  found.  Why  its  use 
was  discontinued  and  how  it  found  its 
way  to  the  basement  is  not  clear,  but  at 
least  now  we  know'  what  it  is. 


Strawberry  Festival  a Success! 

Nearly  100  volunteers  gave  their  time, 
energy,  trucks  and  talent  to  make  it  all 
happen  on  June  12*.  The  crafts  from  the 
101  vendors  were  all  great,  the  weather 
was  superb,  the  strawbeny'  shortcake 
delicious  (all  2,000  of  them)  and  Kathie 
Tromblay’s  ponies  provided  a pictur- 
esque foreground  to  the  Gould  Bam  and 
the  quilt  show  inside.  It  was  a scene  that 
Norman  Rockw'ell  might  have  painted. 
Music  was  provided  by  the  Just  Friends 
band  and  Sergei  Novikov  with  his  key- 
board, while  the  Society’s  own  Bill 
Flagg  played  the  piano.  Started  36  years 
ago  as  a fundraiser  for  the  Society,  the 
festival  has  grown  into  a town-wide 
event  with  30  other  non-profit  organiz- 
ations participating.  To  make  this  all 
happen  takes  a considerable  amount  of 
organization  and  planning,  which  would 
not  be  possible  without  the  support  of  so 
many.  My  thanks  to  3'ou  all,  too  many 
to  name.  Know  that  your  support  is 


appreciated; 


Contributors 

Editor/Desiener 

Norm  Isler,  Bill  Whitine 

Anne  Barrett 

Upcoming  Events 

Herb  Society  Tea 
July  28*  2-4  PM 

Herb  Societv  Doll  Tea 
August  25*  2-4  PM 

Women  in  Medicine 
September  10*,  7;30 

Bus  Trip  to  John  Adams  Home 
September  18*,  9:30 

Kids’  Corner 


People  who  had  phones  in  their  homes 
in  the  early  1900’s  seldom  talked  on 
them.  Servants  took  messages  and 
called  back  with  a reply.  In  European 
households  telephones  were  hidden. 
People  installed  them  under  stairways 
or  covered  them  up. 

Many  people  disliked  telephones. 
Some  had  trouble  hearing  and 
couldn’t  understand  what  the  other 
person  was  saying.  In  those  days, 
voices  were  garbled  and  there  was 
often  a lot  of  static  on  the  line. 

Early  telephones  were  hard  to  use. 

You  held  the  receiver  in  your  hand, 
and  spoke  into  the  transmitter  on  the 
wall.  To  call  the  operator,  you  turned 
a handle  on  the  phone,  which  caused  a 
light  to  come  on  at  the  local  telephone 
exchange.  An  operator  handled  every 
call.  You  usually  knew  her  by  her  first 
name  (one  Topsfield  operator  was 
named  Belle  Dingle).  She  would 
connect  you  to  your  desired  party. 

Many  people  had  telephones  in  their 
homes  by  1940.  There  were  about  four 
telephones  for  ever}'  one  hundred 
homes.  Excerpted from  Suitel01.com 
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WW I Artifact  Returns  to  Topsfield 

A retired  woman  in  North  Carolina  sent 
in  a booklet  entitled  “The  War  Activities 
of  Topsfield,  MA  During  the  Great  War 
1917-1918”.  It  lists  six  locally  formed 
organizations  which  helped  the  war 
effort,  including  home  gardening  and 
canning,  raising  funds  for  the  French 
wounded,  selling  Liberty  bonds  and 
making  bandages.  The  booklet 
describes  a town  meeting  on 
March  5,  1917  where  the  town  voted  to 
adopt  three  resolutions  endorsing  the 
action  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  dismissing  the  German 
ambassador,  urging  Congress  into  an 
extra  session  to  use  the  full  power  of  the 
nation  in  defense  of  American  rights  and 
pledging  the  town’s  loyalty  and  support 
to  the  President.  The  booklet  lists  the 

tp  who  entered  service  and  other  war 
ated  data.  In  1917  the  town  contained 
about  1,100  people,  yet  they  were  able 
to  raise  over  $500,000  in  Liberty  loans 
and  other  war-related  campaigns,  canned 
3,000  jars  of  fimits  and  vegetables  and 
123  gallons  of  jam,  made  over  15,000 
surgical  dressings  and  other  hospital 
supplies. 

The  booklet  lists  Emma  A.  Floyd  as  its 
owner.  Does  anyone  know  of  her? 
Please  let  the  Society  know. 


Capen  House  Restoration  Update 

The  upstairs  window  frames  were  repaired 
or  replaced,  the  second  floor  display  room 
was  painted  and  its  floor  repaired,  a 
concrete  floor  was  poured  in  the  left 
basement,  and  drainpipes  were  installed 
along  the  rear  of  the  foundation  to  control 
■'■''ter  runoff.  Also  note  that  non-skid  slabs 
M replace  the  stone  walkway  leading  to 
tii^jould  Ram... they  are  much  safer. 


Kimball  Scholarships  Awarded 

Three  grants  totaling  $15,000  were 
awarded  last  spring.  One  was  for  tuition 
assistance  for  Topsfield  resident  Matthew 
Diamond,  a history  major  at  the 
University  of  Delaware.  The  second 
went  to  Gordon  College’s  Professor 
David  Goss  to  engage  selected  students 
to  put  together  a paper  and  exhibit 
concerning  Topsfield  and  the  American 
Revolution.  Since  then,  the  students  have 
been  selected  and  the  project  is  off  to  a 
strong  start. 

The  third  one  went  to  the  Topsfield 
Elementary  School  Committee  to  support 
a “History  of  Topsfield”  project,  a 
program  outside  the  regular  curriculum 
for  academically  strong  fifth  grade 
students  at  Proctor  School.  The  program 
will  focus  on  studying  the  town’s  history 
in  depth. 


Welcome  new  members  John  and 
Kathy  Meserve  of  Topsfield! 


Recent  THS  Acquisitions 

• A complete  33  volume  set  of  the 
THS  historical  collections  and  the 
1850  bicentennial  address  by  Rev. 
Nehemiah  Cleveland,  donated  by 
Yolanda  Marciano. 

• A set  of  1 9 1 3 Boston  and  Salem 
newspapers,  donated  by  Dawn 
Erickson. 

• 1,000  35  MM  slides  taken  by  the 
Wellman  family,  donated  by  the 
Topsfield  Town  Hall. 


• Five-tined  wooden  plow  of 
undetermined  age,  discovered  in 
Capen  House  basement 
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Editor/Desiener 
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Anne  Barrett 

Upcoming  Events 

Obtober  8^  7:30  PM 
I History  of 
Political  Campaign  Buttons 
Donald  Do  Liber 

I 

October  17*,  3:00  PM 
Tbpsfield  Then  and  Now 
Jan  Jansen 

October  24*,  2:00 

Witches  Roost  for  Children 


Kids’  Corner 

Columbus  Day  is 
just  around  the  com- 
er! To  you  it  means 
a holiday,  but  of  course  you  know  that 
Columbus  Day  is  to  commemorate 
Christopher  Columbus  who  discovered 
the  New  World  where  we  now  live. 

Christopher  Columbus  grew  up  in  Genoa, 
Italy,  the  red-haired,  blue-eyed  son  of  a 
weaver.  Columbus  worked  in  his  father’s 
shop  preparing  the  wool  for  weaving. 

WhCTi  Columbus  was  fourteen,  he  began 
sailing  with  ships  trading  up  and  down  the 
coast  of  Italy.  In  this  way  he  learned  the 
art  of  sailing,  and  he  studied  maps  and 
charts.  Whoi  he  grew  up,  he  became  a 
sailor,  making  many  voyages,  including 
one  on  which  pirates  attacked  his  ship. 

He  was  adrift  for  a day  before  fishermen 
near  Lisbon,  Portugal  pulled  him  out. 
Columbus  stayed  in  Lisbon,  which  was  a 
powerful  seaport  at  that  time.  He  learned 
Portuguese  and  Latin,  and  began  to  dream 
of  reaching  the  Far  East  by  sailing  around 
the  world,  which  he  believed  was  round. 

He  asked  the  King  of  Portugal  for 
assistance,  but  was  rejected.  He  thai 
asked  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella 
of  Spain  for  help,  but  they  made  him  wait 
many  years  before  they  finally  gave  him 
the  mcxiey  and  ships  he  needed;  the  Nina, 
Pinta  and  Santa  Maria.  Now  Columbus 
was  ready  for  his  great  voyage. 

Next  month:  what  happened  on  that  voyage? 
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Essay  Contest  Winner 

In  May  the  Society  sponsored  an  Essay 
Contest  for  5*  and  6®  graders  on  the  topic  of 
an  impOTtant  invention.  Below  is  a portion 
of  the  6*  grade  first  place  essay,  written  by 
Caroline  Gallagher  on  ‘Tlastic  and  Bakelite” 

Plastics  are  erne  of  the  most  common 
materials  we  have  on  earth,  and  it’s  not  even 
a natural  resource.  It’s  diflScult  to  believe 
plastics  are  only  about  a century  old,  but 
they  are.  Within  the  past  century,  plastics 
have  replaced  almost  all  of  the  things  we  use 
today,  so  much  we  take  this  valuable 
resource  as  something  to  take  for  granted. 
Lode  around  any  room,  and  at  least  five 
things  in  it  are  plastic.  Smprisingly, 
however,  plastic  has  an  extremely  complex 
makeup,  something  most  people  never  think 
about.  Actually,  like  many  commonly  used 
filings,  people  have  only  an  inkling  of  the 
ory  of  plastic.  Plastics  are  durable, 
mplex,  widely  used,  and  simply  amazing. 

Plastic  was  created  by  one  man  who 
devised  this  ingenious  substance  after  a 
lengthy  trial  and  error  process.  The  first 
plastic,  Bakelite,  \\hich  is  still  used  today, 
was  designed  Leo  H.  Baekeland,  and 
American  chemist.  Baekeland  was 
originally  trying  to  develt^  a synthetic  sap, 
but  he  created  something  much  mwe 
valuable;  the  first  completely  synthetic  resin 
and  one  of  the  first  plastics.  B^elite  was 
patented  in  1909  and  has  been  used  ever 
since.  In  &ct,  what  Bakelite  is  composed  of 
was  something  scientists  had  created  befwe, 
but  nevCT  been  able  to  control.  What 
Baekeland  created  >vas  something  every 
American  has  to  thank  him  for. 

If  you  have  ever  seen  a plastics  ad  by  the 
American  Medical  Association,  you  Imow 
plastics  are  used  in  medicine  fix'  numo'ous 
purposes.  However,  plastic  is  used  in  fer 
more  than  medicine,  as  indeed  plastic  is  used 
to  replace  metals,  natural  fibCTs,  paper,  wood 
and  stone,  glass  and  ceramics,  and  to  make 
things  people  can’t  make  in  any  other 
Substance.  Plastic  replaces  metal  in  things 
e car  parts,  such  as  bumpers,  fendCTS, 
eel  covers  and  sometimes  the  whole  car! 
Metal  building  materials  have  often  been 
(corn 'd  next  column) 
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replaced,  such  as  pipes  and  home  siding, 
which  are  more  lightweight  and  durable. 
AlsOj^dentist  will  use  plastic  fillings  because, 
unlike  metal,  plastic  can  blend  in  with  a 
patient’s  nomal  tooth  color.  Astonidiingly, 
plastics  are  used  for  fibers  to  make  anything 
fi-om  bulletproof  vests  to  sheer  hosiery, 
because  plastics  are  more  resistant  to  stains, 
attack  by  moth,  and  flame  than  regular  cloth. 
That  is  likely  what  children’s  pajamas  are 
made  frewn,  as  they  must  be  flame  resistant 
Plastic  replaces  packing  materials  as  well, 
since  plastic  provides  more  protection  for 
boxed  items,  especially  delicate  or  expensive 
ones.  Many  goods  sold  by  stores,  such  as 
board  games  and  computer  discs  are  sealed  in 
clear  plastic  wrap.  Countertops  are  another 
thing  plastic  is  often  used  for,  as  they  are 
lighter,  less  expensive,  resist  marring  and 
stains,  and  can  be  made  to  look  the  same  as 
stone.  Plastic  is  also  widely  used  in  cooking, 
from  utensils  to  dishes  to  food  containers. 

For  example,  Tupperware  containers  are 
widely  used  because  of  their  “grab  and  go” 
ability,  that  they’re  lightweight,  leakproof 
and  cannot  be  bre^en.  Lastly,  plastics  allow 
us  to  create  things  you  caimot  duplicate  in 
other  materials,  things  that  are  helping  people 
in  all  s<Ml  of  ways.  Already,  plastics  are  used 
for  many  things,  and  tomorrow  may  bring  a 
whole  new  flood  of  CTeations. 

This  famed  matmal  is  extremely  complex, 
with  the  secr^  to  its  success  buried  in  its 
molecule  diains.  Plastic  can  be  any  color  of 
the  rainbow,  or  as  colorless  as  glass,  be 
rubbery  or  rigid,  and  ftam  in  any  shape  or 
size.  The  seCTet  to  these  qualities  lie  in 
science  and  manufacturing.  Plastics  consist 
of  l(mg  chains  of  molecules  called  polymers, 
whidi  are  made  up  of  repeating  pattens  of 
smaller  molecules  that  each  form  a “link”  in 
file  polyme’s  diain.  But  polymer  diains,  like 
people,  are  not  all  the  same,  and  that  is  the 
secret  to  plastic.  Eadi  diain  has  difierent 
characteristics,  whidi  give  plastics  their 
ability  to  be  shaped.  In  fact,  plastics  derives 
from  the  Greek  word  “plastikos”,  which  | 
means  “able  to  be  shaped”.  However,  plastic 
manufacturers  often  also  used  additives  to 
change  plastic’s  propaties,  wfiidi  normally  ; 
include  reinforcements,  fillers,  plasticiza-s, 
and  pigments.  The  ability  to  add  additives 
makes  plastics  evai  more  useful 


Upcoming  Events 


..  Merrill  Kohlhofer,  Storyteller  I 
November  12“*,  7:30  PM  |i|; 
Gould  Bam  - t x i'HlIi 

i ■ 

Thanksgiving  Open  House  >>' 
November  25^  10  AM  - 12  PM 
Capen  House  i 


Society  Holiday  Party 
December  10“*,  7:00  PM 
Gould  Bara 


Kids’  Corner 

! . 

So,  what  happened 
on  the  voyage  to  ' 
the  new  world  that 

Columb^  made?  Well,  on  the  third  dayiig^j|| 
of  August  in  1492,  Columbus  set  sail  from’|^“' 
Spain.  On  September  6®,  the  crew  men  || 
saw  fire  and  smoke  rising  from  a tall  i};| 
mountain.  They  were  also  afraid  of  sea''”'’’ 

•'ll  . . I V 

dragems,  and  they  wanted  to  turn  back! 


They  even  threatened  to  kill  Columbus! ; 


But  finally,  on  October  42*1*,  land  was 


sighted;  the  voyage  had  taken  69  days. 
Columbus  named  file  new  land  San  ■ ! jii|| 
Salvador.  He  m^  the  natives  living  onHl[| 
this  island,  and  traded  things  from  his  ship[*|^ 
I for  the  gold  rings  the  natives  wore.  Th^;t]jj'^ 


[told  Columbus  wifii  sign  language  that 
j more  gold  could  found  to  the  south,  t, So 

ihe  sailed  south,  visiting  many  beautiful  | 

^ islands,  all  the  time  looking  for  the  gold 
he  had  promised  he  would  fincL  'Natives 
' brought  them  gifts,  mcluding  small  pieces 
of  gold,  and  Columbus  was  certain  Acre'' 

, was  much  more  if  only  he  could  find  it[!f[  i 
i The  Santa  Maria  was  wrecked  on  a cc^  j 
reef  The  Nina  had  separated  from  the 
other  two  ships,  and  file  crew  from  the  jltt 
Santa  Maria  sailed  home  on  the  Pinta. 

Whm  Columbus  arrived  in  Spain,  he  was;^ 
a hero.  He  made  four  mc^e  voyages  to||,|',ii^ 
what  he  thought  was  the  Far  East,  but  he|^-^ 
didn’t  find  more  gold,  and  he  died  a jl'!  jf|t 
disappointed  man,  not  knowing  he  had 
actually  foimd  a whole  new  world’'  - 
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FROM  THE  COURTHOUSE 


The  Case  of  the  Wandering  Wife 

IN  1675,  Faith  Black,  lived  on  a farm  in  Topsfield, 
Mi-sachusetts,  with  her  husband  Daniel  and  five 
young  children  (who  ranged  in  age  from  ten-year-old 
Margrett  to  newborn  Edmond).  Near  their  modest 
home,  probably  located  in  present-day  Boxford,  Daniel 
supplemented  the  family  income  as  a woodcutter  at  the 
Rowley  village  ironworks. 

Goodwife  Black  seemed  a model  of  propriety.  When 
one  of  the  ironworkers  used  foul  language,  she  chastised 
him  “for  talking  so  vilely,”  and  she 
testified  in  court  against  a neighbor 
who  “behaved  very  uncivilly.”  Faith 
Black,  however,  had  not  always  been 
a paragon  of  virtue.  Only  a few  years 
earlier,  she  and  Daniel  roiled  the 
community  with  scandals  of  their 
own,  and  the  seventeenth-century 
Es.sex  County  court  records  pre- 
serve the  story  in  remarkable 
detail.’’' 

The  problems  began  before  their 
marriage,  when  Faith  s father 
Edmond  Bridges  learned  that  his 
fourteen-year-old  daughter  was  car- 
rying on  with  a man  more  than 
twice  her  age.  Bridges  feared  that 
matters  already  had  progressed  too 
far,  and  he  complained  to  the  mag- 
istrates about  this  man  of“notorious 
evil  carriage,”’^  Daniel  Black,  who 
had  stolen  his  daughter’s  affections. 

Since  courting  a woman  svithout 
her  parent’s  permission  was  a crime 
in  Puritan  Ma.ssachusetts,  the 
authorities  issued  a warrant  for 
Daniel’s  arrest  The  ca.se  was  heard  in 
Ipwsich  quarterly  court,  probably  at 
a local  tavern,  in  September  1660. 

Interrogated  by  the  magistrates.  Faith  and  Daniel  con- 
fessed. They  had  met  secretly  over  the  summer.  Once,  in 
an  act  of  surprising  boldness.  Faith  smuggled  Daniel  into 
her  own  house  for  a nighttime  rendezvous  “late  upon 
the  last  day  of  June,  1660,  when  the  family  were  in  bed.” 
Daniel  engineered  another  tryst,  enlisting  an  Irish  ser- 
vant friend  to  bring  a botde  of  svine  and  “to  draw  the 
said  young  wench  to  him”  at  an  Ipssvich  house  while  the 
occupants  were  away. 
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Such  immorality  could  not  go  unpunished,  although 
Faith  was  too  young  to  be  legally  culpable,  and  the  dam- 
age to  her  reputation  may  have  seemed  penalty  enough. 
Thirty-two-year-old  Daniel,  however,  svas  fined  the 
hefty  sum  of  five  pounds  “for  making  love  to  the  daugh- 
ter of  Edmond  Bridges  ssfithout  consent  of  her  parents. 
Unable  to  pay,  Daniel  apparendy  remained  in  prison,  but 
he  sent  an  intermediary  to  Faith’s  father,  hinting  at  a deal 
that  “may  do  weU  on  both  parties.”  Negotiations  must 
have  succeeded,  for  Daniel’s  fine  was  “respitted,”  suggest- 
ing that  a compromise  gained  Daniel  his  freedom  and 
salvaged  Faith’s  honor  — a resolution  not  unthinkable  m 
the  seventeenth  century,  when  people  tended  to  marry 
young.  The  next  time  Faith  appeared  in  court  records, 
her  name  was  Goodwife  Black. 

Daniel  acquired  a house  and  land  from  Faith’s  brother 
and  worked  to  support  his  teenaged  bride,  but  Faith  was 
not  ready  to  setde  down  as  a Topsfield  housewife.  She 
flirted  openly  with  other  men.  She  ne^ected  her  chores, 
leaving  the  cow  unmUked,  the  hogs  unfed,  the  clothes 
unwashed  — and  no  food  on  the  table  for  Daniel  when 
he  returned  to  the  house  after  a long  day’s  labor.  She 
spent  more  time  away  than  at  home,  visiting  friends  or 
loitering  at  the  tavern,  and  some  nights  she  failed  to 
return  from  her  wanderings. 
Neighbors  saw  Faith  walking  alone 
at  dusk  with  Judah  Trumble;  others 
reported  that  she  kept  frequent 
company  with  the  married  John 
How,  and  shared  his  bed.  Daniel 
cursed  and  argued,  cajoled  and 
threatened,  but  Faith  refused  to 
mend  her  ways. 

In  an  era  when  men  were  expect- 
ed to  discipline  their  wives,  it  would 
not  have  been  surprising  if  Daniel 
had  resorted  to  physical  abuse,  but 
there  is  little  evidence  that  his  anger 
went  much  beyond  words.  Yet  Darnel  had  his  breaking 
point,  and  finally,  after  one  absence  too  many,  he  took 
action.This  time,  when  Faith  returned  home,  he  refused 
to  let  her  back  in  the  house.  He  “told  her  to  go  and  shift 
for  herself  and  puUed  off  her  stockings,”  leaving  Faith  to 
walk  “half  a mUe  up  to  the  knees  in  snow”  to  a neigh- 
bor’s house. 

Faith,  with  her  brother’s  backing,  filed  a complaint 
against  DanieDTor  having  forced  his  wife  from  him,  not 
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suffering  her  to  live  with 
him.”  Daniel,  who  apparently 
could  write,  penned  a long 
tirade  in  his  own  defense, 
describing  himself  as  “a  pore 
man  . . . that  hath  nothing  to 
live  by  but  his  labor,”  and 
detailing  not  only  Faith’s  infi- 
delities but  the  financial  losses 
caused  by  her  wifely  neglect. 

— At  the  Ipwsich  court  ses- 
sion in  September  1664, mag- 
istrates and  jurymen  weighed 
the  testimony  of  Faith  and 
Daniel,  and  of  their  neigh- 
bors, family  and  friends. 

Almost  everyone  in  Topsfield 
seemed  to  have  an  opinion 
about  the  turbulent  Blacks, 
many  telling  of  Daniel’s  jeal- 
ousy and  threats.  John  How, 
for  example,  testified  that  he 
heard  Daniel  “wish  god  to 
dam  his  soul  if  he  did  not  Bett 
his  wif  Brains  outt.” 

Other  witnesses,  however, 
supported  Daniel.  Neighbor 
Thomas  Hobbs  and  his  wife 
admired  Daniel’s  long-suffer- 
ing patience,  pointing  out 
that  “a  woman  ought  to  be  a 
meet  help  for  a man,”  but 
Faith’s  behavior  “was  not  fit- 
ting for  any  woman.”  She 
“provoke[dj  him  both  by  her 
tong  and  cariages,”  the  Hobbs 
couple  testified.  They  had  heard  Daniel  say  “that  if  his 
wife  would  stay  at  home,  dress  his  victuals  and  wash  his 
clothes  and  do  by  him  as  by  a husband,  he  would  allow 
her  time  to  see  her  fi'iends  as  much  as  she  desired.  But 
when  she  had  been  out  two  or  three  days  and  nights 
together,  he  could  not  help  speaking  to  her. . . . [WJhen 
he  reproved  her,  she  said  she  would  do  it  again.  If 
[Goodwife  Hobbs]  had  not  washed  his  clothes  and  fed 
his  swine,  they  would  have  suffered,  yet  all  the  thanks 
Black’s  wife  gave  . . . was  to  tell  her  that  she  did  not  ask 
her  to  do  it.”  Even  Faith’s  own  brother  conceded  “that 
his  sister  . . . might  live  as  well  with  Daniel ...  as  any  poor 
woman  in  Topsfield,  but  her  proud  spirit  was  enough  to 
prosroke  anyone  to  do  things  that  he  would  not  do  at 
another  time.” 

The  court  found  blame  on  both  sides,  and  resolved  the 
case  with  a unique  joint  punishment:  Faith  and  Daniel 
both  were  sentenced  to  one  hour  in  the  stocks,  with 
svarnings  against  future  misconduct.  Daniel  “svas  not  to 
threaten  his  wife  or  miscall  her  and  to  live  peaceaWy 
svith  her,  and  she  was  to  be  orderly  and  not  to  gad 


abroad  ...  or  be  in  company 
with  John  How  or  Judah 
Trumble  nor  come  to  the 
house  of  John  How  unless  her 
husband  sent  her  on  business.” 
If  either  of  them  “offended 
against  this  order,  they  were  to 
be  whipped.” 

Several  months  later,  at  a 
court  session  in  Ipswich, 
“Daniell  Bbck  was  sentenced 
to  be  whipped  or  pay  a fine,” 
so  he  may  have  lost  his  temper 
one  more  time,  although  the 
court  files  offer  no  detail.  By 
October  1665,  the  couple’s 
first  child  was  born,  followed 
by  four  more  over  the  next 
decade.  Faith  and  Daniel  must 
have  resolved  their  differences 
and  setded  down  to  a peaceful 
family  life,  because  the  courts 
never  again  found  cause  to 
intervene  in  their  marriage. 
Perhaps  parenting  brought  a 
new  appreciation  for  each 
other;  perhaps  Faith  simply 
grew  up.  Whatever  the  reason, 
Faith  had  matured  by  the 
1670s  into  the  role  of 
respectable  goodwife,  passing 
judgment  on  the  misbehavior 
of  her  neighbors.  ♦ 

Notes 

^ George  Francis  Dow,  ed..  Records 
and  Files  of  the  Quarterly  Courts  of  Essex  County,  Massadiusetts, 
(Salem,  Mass.:  The  Essex  Institute,  1911-21),  2:242-244, 
3:192-194,  242,  5:354;  Essex  County  Quarterly  Court  File 
Papers,  WPA  Transcripts,  6/26/1-3;  10/34/1  - 10/37/1, 
10/37/3-6  (Massachusetts  Archives) . 

^ Undoubtedly  Faith’s  father  knew  that  Daniel  was  a Scotsman, 
captured  during  the  En^sh  Civil  War  and  tran-sported  to  colo- 
nial servitude  in  1651  with  a shipload  of  other  Scottish  war  pris- 
oners. Edmond  Bridges  also  may  have  heard  that  Daniel  was  con- 
victed in  1654  for  assaulting  and  beating  his  Charlestown  master. 
See  the  author’s  previous  article,  “Scots  for  Sale:  The  Fate  of  the 
Scottish  Prisoners  in  Seventeenth-Century  Mas.sachu.setts,”  New 
England  Ance,stors  4 (2003),  1:30-32. 

Diane  Rapaport,  an  attorney  and  historian  who  lives  in 
Lexinj^lon,  Massachusetts,  is  writinj^  a hook  to  be  published  by 
NEHGS,  New  England  Court  Records:  A Research 
Guide  for  Genealc^sls  and  Historians.  Her  email  address 
is  rapaports(^ol.com. 

Repriirted  by  permission  of  the  New  England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society.  Diane  Rapaport,  “The  Caae  of  the 
Wandering  Wife,”  New  England  Ancestors  5 (spring  2004X:  54-55, 
For  more  information  about  New  England  Ancestors  magazineand 
the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  please  visit 

www.newetjglandancestors.org. 
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The  stocks.  Alice  Morse  Earle,  Curious 
Punishments  of  Bygone  Days  (1896). 
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Abolitionist  Paper  Issued 

The  National  Park  Service  in 
conjunction  with  the  Essex  National 
Heritage  Area  issued  a paper  in 
November  describing  Essex 
County’s  role  in  the  abolitionist 
movement  and  the  underground 
railway.  The  harbors,  rivers  and 
access  to  the  sea  made  this  county  an 
important  escape  route  for  runaway 
slaves  headed  to  Canada,  not  to 
mention  the  many  individuals  in  the 
county  who  actively  supported  the 
movement.  Topsfield’s  part  was 
researched  by  the  Society  and  is 
presented  on  page  8 of  the  paper. 

For  those  interested,  a copy  is 
available  at  the  Topsfield  Library  as 
ell  as  in  the  Society’s  archives. 

Holiday 
tlousiz:  Tour 

f)(z:C{zn)fcHar  12"’ 

2 PM  to  5 pM 

The  Topsfield  Congregational 
Church  is  sponsoring  a Holiday 
House  Tour,  with  proceeds  going 
toward  the  Steeple  Repair  Fund. 

Six  Topsfield  houses  plus  the 
Emerson  Center  Parlor  will  be 
decked  out  in  Holiday  finery. 

Homes  on  the  tour  range  from 
Victorian  to  contemporary,  and  from 
post-and-beam  to  traditional  New 
England  styles. 

Tickets  are  $10  in  advance  and  may 
be  purchased  by  calling  978-887- 
2101  or  by  visiting  The  Gift  Horse 
Ph  Topsfield  center.  Tickets  on  the 
day  of  the  tour  are  $ 1 5 and  will  be 
sold  at  the  Emerson  Center  Parlor  on 
East  Common  Street. 


Capen  House  Thanksgiving  a Success! 

A big  “thank  you”  to  Pat  Rolsma  and  her 
family  and  volunteers  for  doing  a great 
job  at  the  Capen  House  Thanksgiving 
Open  House.  All  were  dressed  in  period 
costume,  right  down  to  a baby  in  the 
cradle,  and  were  busy  cooking  over  the 
fire,  pressing  cider  and  in  general  giving 
an  authentic  Thanksgiving  charm  to  the 
event,  which  was  very  well  attended. 


“Keepers  of  the  Lighthouses” 

Storyteller  Merrill  Kohlhofer  kept 
the  audience  spellbound  as  he  wove 
his  tales  of  lighthouse  keepers  at 
the  November  12*  THS  meeting. 
Refreshments  provided  by  Joline 
Guerra  rounded  out  the  evening. 


See  the  special  supplement 
included  with  this  newsletter 
entitled  “The  Case  of  the 
Wandering  Wife”. 


Docents  Needed 

In  order  to  keep  the  Capen  House  open 
to  the  public  on  Wednesday,  Friday 
and  Sunday  afternoons  from  mid-June 
to  mid-September,  we  need  volunteers 
to  act  as  guides.  Last  season  about 
300  people  signed  the  guest  register; 
there  were  from  13  other  states,  DC 
and  three  other  countries.  We  will 
provide  a history  briefing  so  that  you 
can  escort  the  visitors;  h’s  that  simple. 
Please  call  Pat  Rolsma  at  978-887- 
2504  to  sign  up  for  next  season.  We 
really  need  your  help,  and  it’s  a 
pleasant  way  for  you  to  spend  a 
summer  afternoon  and  help  the 
Society  at  the  same  time. 


Contributors 

Editor/Desiener 

Norm  Isler 

Anne  Barrett 

Upcoming  Events 

Society  Holiday  Party 
December  10*^  7;00  PM 
Gould  Barn 

“Mary  Todd  Lincoln” 
by  Patricia  Perry 
January  9*,  3:00  PM 
Gould  Bam 


Kids’  Corner 

In  this  age  of  electronic  toys 
and  gifts,  it’s  interesting 
to  think  about  what  Christmas 
was  like  for  girls  and  boys  of 
the  1800’s.  Handmade  gifts  were 
cherished  because  of  the  time  and  effort 
that  went  into  making  them.  Families 
would  begin  making  these  handmade 
treasures  months  in  advance,  items  such 
as  mittens,  handkerdiiefs  and  pen  wipers 
(no  ballpoints  back  then!).  Store-bought 
gifts  for  girls  might  include  hair  ribbons, 
drawing  pencils  or  painting  sets,  doll 
clothes,  books  or  a doll.  Boys  might 
receive  a sled,  skates,  carved  animals,  a 
model  train,  marbles  or  building  blocks. 

In  1848  the  Illustrated  London  News 
published  a picture  of  Queen  Victwia  and 
her  family  gathered  around  their 
Christmas  tree,  and  soon  after  most 
English  households  had  a tree  of  their 
own.  When  that  same  picture  appeared  in 
an  American  magazine  in  1850,  Christmas 
trees  became  much  mwe  popular  in 
America  than  they  had  b^n  before,  even 
though  the  German  immigrants  had 
already  introduced  the  Christmas  tree  to 
America  years  earlier.  Early  Christmas 
trees  were  simply  decorated  with  strings 
of  popcOTn,  nuts  and  berries,  pine  cones 
and  papCT  chains.  Candles  were  carefully 
placed  on  the  tree  branches.  Later  trees 
became  much  fancier,  decorated  wifti 
miniature  toys,  musical  instrumaits  and 
store-bought  glass  cxmaments.  Most  of 
these  ornaments  came  fi’om  Germany, 
including  the  pickle... the  (hUd  that  found 
the  hidden  pickle  ornament  Christmas 
morning  received  an  extra  treat. 
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Archives  and  Historical 
Records  Survey  Project 
Final  Report  Readout 

The  Topsfield  Historical  Society  has 
completed  the  first  phase  of  its 
.Archives  and  Historical  Records 
Survey  project.  The  effort  was 
funded  in  part  by  a grant  from  the 
Essex  National  Heritage 
Commission. 

At  7:00  pm  on  the  evening  of 
Januaiy  lo"'  in  the  Gould  Barn, 
Melissa  Mannon,  the  consultant 
contracted  to  conduct  the  survey  will 
present  her  findings. 

The  project’s  Final  Report  includes, 
“Detailed  information  about 
preservation,  administration, 
arrangement,  and  access  issues 
related  to  the  Topsfield  Historical 
Society  archives.  The  report  aims  to 
help  the  Society  pul  into  practice 
professional  standards  for  the 
records’  securiw  and  accessibilitv.” 

The  consultant's  focus  was  material 
at  (he  Gould  Barn.  In  addition  she 
included  in  her  analysis  Topsfield 
material  maintained  at  the  d own 
Hall,  the  Peabody  Essex  Museum's 
Phillips  Library  and  the  Boxford 
Document  Center. 


I he  report  makes  preservation 
recommendations  so  that  the  Society 
ay  provide  appropriate  housing  for 
long-term  safekeeping  of  their 
mchives. 


The  renort  recommends  that  the 
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Capen  House  Thanksgiving  a Success! 

A big  f thank  you"  to  Pat  Rolsma  and  her 
family  and  volunteers  for  doing  a great 
job  at  the  Capen  House  Thanksgiving 
Open  House.  All  were  dressed  in  period 
costume,  right  doAvn  to  a baby  in  the 
cradle,  and  were  busy  cooking  over  the 
fire,  pressing  cider  and  in  general  giving 
an  authentic  Thanksgiving  charm  to  the 
event,  which  was  very  well  attended. 


“Keepers  of  the  Lighthouses” 

Storyteller  Merrill  Kohlhofer  kept 
the  audience  spellbound  as  he  wove 
his  talcs  of  lighthouse  keepers  at 
the  November  1 2"'  THS  meeting. 
Refreshments  provided  by  Joline 
Guerra  rounded  out  the  evening. 


See  the  special  supplement 
included  with  this  newsletter 
entitled  “The  Case  of  the 
Wandering  Wife”. 


Docents  Needed 

In  order  lo  keep  the  Capen  House  open 
to  the  public  on  Wcdncsda\.  Frida) 
and  Sunday  afternoons  from  mid-June 
to  mid-September,  we  need  volunteers 
to  act  as  guides.  Last  season  about 
300  people  signed  the  guest  register; 
there  were  from  13  other  stales,  DC 
and  three  other  countries.  We  will 
provide  a hi.story  briefing  so  that  you 
can  escort  the  visitors;  it's  that  simple. 
Please  call  Pat  Rolsma  at  978-887- 
2504  to  sign  up  for  next  season.  We 
really  need  your  help,  and  it’s  a 
pleasant  wav’  for  you  to  spend  a 
summer  afternoon  and  help  the 
Society  at  the  same  time. 


Conti  ibutors lIdilor/Dcsit>nci 

Norm  Isler  Anne  Barrett 


Upcoming  Events 

Society  Holiday  Party 
December  lO"',  7:00  PM 
Could  Barn 

“Mary  Todd  Lincoln” 
by  Patricia  Perry 
Januarv  9‘^  3:00  PM 
Gould  Barn 


Kids’  Corner 

In  this  age  of  electronic  toys 
and  gifts,  it’s  interesting 
to  think  about  wlial  Cliristmas 
was  like  for  girls  and  boys  of 
the  1800’s.  Handmade  gifts  were 
cherished  because  of  the  time  and  effort 
that  went  into  making  them.  Families 
would  begin  makitig  these  handmade 
treasures  months  in  advance,  items  such 
as  mittens,  handkerchiefs  and  pen  wipers 
(no  ballpoints  back  then!).  Store-bought 
gifts  for  girls  might  include  hair  ribbons, 
drawing  pencils  or  painting  sets,  doll 
clothes,  books  or  a doll.  Boys  might 
receive  a sled,  skates,  carved  animals,  a 
model  train,  marbles  or  building  blocks. 

In  1848  the  Illustrated  London  News 
published  a picture  oF Queen  Victoria  and 
her  family  gathered  around  their 
Christmas  tree,  and  soon  after  most 
English  households  had  a tree  of  their 
own.  When  that  same  picture  appeared  in 
an  American  magazine  in  1850,  Cliristmas 
trees  became  much  more  popular  in 
America  than  they  had  been  before,  even 
though  the  German  immigrants  had 
already  Introduced  the  Christmas  tree  to 
America  years  earlier.  Early  Christmas 
trees  were  simply  decorated  with  strings 
of  popcorn,  nuts  and  berries,  pine  cones 
and  paper  chains.  Candles  were  carefully 
placed  on  the  tree  branches.  Later  trees 
became  much  fancier,  decorated  with 
miniature  toys,  musical  instruments  and 
store-bought  glass  ornaments.  Most  of 
these  ornaments  came  from  Germany, 
including  the  pickle... the  child  that  found 
the  hidden  pickle  ornament  Christmas 
mnminp  received  an  extra  treat 
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